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Abstract  

           This Article explores the political, emotional, and moral 

fallout of the Rwandan genocide— especially the unsatisfactory 

role of the US and the UN in averting and/or containing the 

crisis. In addition, this article examines the advantages and 

disadvantages of the Rwandan approach to taking justice into 

their own hands in the form of establishing community courts, 

the Gacaca Tribunals. The Gacaca Tribunals are assessed in 

terms of the deficiencies in meting out transitional rogue’ 

justice weighed against the practical inability for the Rwandan 

judiciary to handle the number of cases it would otherwise to 

handle without the Tribunals. This article argues that the 

genocide could have been averted if Habyarimana led Rwandan 

government was stopped from deliberately fanning ethnic 

tension between the Hutus and Tutsis for political purposes, 

and had the UN and the US intervened in a timely manner. 
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Introduction: 

         Rwanda is a landlocked African state with a closed society. 
Demographically, it is made up of two ethnic groups: Hutus 
and Tutsis. Hutus make up about 85 percent of the population 
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while the minority Tutsis once firmly in control of the state but 
was overthrown from power position in 1959, which caused 
many Tutsis flee Rwanda and crossed over to Uganda (BBC, 
2019). As is the case with nationalism anywhere in the world, 
there has been ethnic tension between these two 
aforementioned dominant ethnic groups in Rwanda. The 
eminent expert on nationalism Ernest Gellner notes that 
“nationalism is primarily a principle, which holds that the 
political and the national unit should be congruent” (Gellner, 
1983). In Rwanda, unfortunately, there was little congruence 
between the political (the state power structure) and national 
(ethnic group) units in the past, as Tutsi, a minority, ruled, 
brutally according to some accounts, nor in the 1980s and 
1990s when Hutus ruled, not less brutally though (Epstein, 
2017). Rwandan Tutsis faced the most rapid genocide ever 
recorded in human history as hundreds of thousands of them 
were killed by the Hutus between April and July 1994. The 
genocide in Rwanda is a good example of the use of ethnic 
hatred for political ends by national governments and of the 
moral failings of both the UN and the US.  
 

The Role of the US and the UN.  

 

What happened in Rwanda was a heinous murdering of human 

beings for one simple reason: their ethnic origin. This tragedy 

could have been prevented if the UN and the US, as the sole 

super power of the world, had intervened early enough to 

prevent the preventable bloodshed. Despite the fact that the 

Hutu radicals were the conspicuous enemies of the Tutsi, the 

nations— especially Uganda— that watched this terrible 

catastrophe unfold and expand.  Uganda cannot avoid the label 

of being accomplice in the Rwandan genocide. Moreover, the 

international community remained silent in the deafening noise 

of the killing spree which devoured the lives of a million people 

in Rwanda. The killing went on for one hundred days. Amid 

this time there was no outside assistance from the United States 

or any other nation, more alarmingly UN peacekeepers were 
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evacuated from the war theatre (Epstein, 2017). The act of 

evacuating the peacekeeping force from Rwanda in the middle 

of the genocide was so callous that Roméo Dallaire, the then 

commander of the UN peacekeeping force, would try to take his 

life at least four times (CBC, Sunday Magazine, 2019). As the 

sole super power of the time, it was a moral imperative of the 

US to help the helpless Tutsis of Rwanda. The question is: why 

did the US not intervene?  

 

A Silent Witness or an Overly Cautious Super Power? 

 

There are three strands of opinion about the reasons behind the 

no intervention policy of the US in the Rwandan genocide. One 

is that the US was reluctant to intervene as it had exposed itself 

to massive humiliation the previous year when it ordered its 

special forces to launch an operation in Somalia in which two 

Blackhawk helicopters were shot down that resulted in the 

killing of eighteen Americans. Also, two members of a UN 

peacekeeping force and hundreds of Somalis lost their lives 

(CBC, Sunday Magazine, 2019). So, another intervention in an 

African state would have domestically unpopular hence 

politically costly for the Clinton administration. The second 

reason is that US was afraid of instability in Uganda (Uganda 

was from where insurgency was carried out by the RPF militia, 

with the active support of the Ugandan government), and 

wanted to promote democracy in Uganda, as it had undergone a 

number of violent cycles in the past. So, putting pressure on 

Uganda would have jeopardized the progress it had made on 

democracy. There is a third view that points to a possible 

rejection of US or UN help by the Kagame, the leader of the 

RPF (Epstein, 2017). It is generally believed that it was the lack 

of the will on part of the United States regarding the genocide 

in Rwanda, as it could have easily wealthy nations to fund, 

equip a peacekeeping force in Rwanda (S. Straus 2004). US 

would later apologise for not doing enough to avoid the 

catastrophe, the UN peacekeeping force commander Roméo 

Dallaire, however, disagreed with all this and argued that US 

ignored the genocide so it cannot self-exonerate itself by 
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tendering apology to the genocide survivors (CBC. Sunday 

Magazine, 2019). 

So, nobody can describe these circumstances better than 

General Romeo Dallaire, who was right in the middle of the 

massacre as it was happening: “I blame the American 

leadership, which includes the Pentagon, in projecting itself as 

the world policeman one day and a recluse the next” (qtd in 

Rohrich, 2008). Whatever is the case, Rwandans bore the brunt 

of an incensed violence driven by ethnic hatred. Rape, torture, 

and murder of innocent people (no matter what the reason or 

classification) are considered crimes against humanity, yet 

hidden among the chaos and fury was the crime of disregard in 

the United States’ response to the suffering. (Kellow 1998) One 

million Rwandan civilians died, but that number could have 

most certainly been reduced with the aid of the U.S. 

government along with other governments around the globe. 

Whether one uses the phrase “acts of genocide” or calls it a 

“civil war”, there should always be someone there to stand up 

for the innocent and protect their children, for no war is their 

war. Did the US have any alternative to militarily help Rwanda? 

The answer is: yes.  

 

Alternative to arms. 

 

Some of the alternatives available to arming the Rwandan 

Tutsis were the jamming of communication lines and 

sanctioning Habyarimana, the leader of Rwanda, for fanning 

ethnic polarization in his own country. There is credible 

evidence that suggest that under international pressure, 

Habyarimana allowed opposing political parties to function 

normally, and that united Hutus and Tutsi citizens of Rwanda in 

the increasingly despotic and nepotism-rife government. 

Habyarimana was looking for ways to cash in on the centuries-

long acrimony between Hutus and Tutsi for political survival. 

Hence, he encouraged the Hutus to otherise, demonize the Tutsi 

by labelling them “demon Tutsi” and “Nilotics – supposedly 

warlike pastoralists from Ethiopia who had conquered and 
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enslaved them in the 17th century.” Hutus were reminded of the 

repressive rule of the Tutsis in the past, and fanciful stories like 

Tutsis “treated the Hutu peasants like serfs, forcing them to 

work on their land and sometimes beating them like donkeys 

[…] how Tutsis once used their Hutu slaves as spittoons, 

expectorating into their mouths, instead of on the ground” were 

concocted by Hutus. Print and electronic media was used to 

demonized the Tutsi and the Hutus were declared as the “the 

original occupants of the Great Lakes region and that” (Epstein, 

2017). Also, they were using radio waves to transmit the 

locations of various people they were hunting and murdering, 

and was urging people “to weed out the cockroaches” (BBC, 

2019).  

 The use of the radio was thus an important tool for the killers 

to collaborate with each other and exterminate the enemy 

entirely with efficiency and accuracy. What the US could do to 

simply jam the radio transmission that would have disrupted the 

methodical killing of Tutsis by the Hutus extremists (Uvin 

2001). As the sole dominant world power, along with the role of 

the UN, was to prevent injustices and cruelties such as 

genocide. When such a crime is occurring in this world that we 

all share, dominant world power needed to rally people around 

respecting human rights and safeguarding human lives. US 

could have used it clout at the UN to help stop the genocide in 

Rwanda.  

Nations United by Guilt.  

 

The role of United Nations was not effective enough to protect 

human lives in Rwanda.  More time was spent trying to define 

what genocide was then was spent actually trying to prevent it 

from happening. The backing mission in Rwanda was given 

orders to stay on standby and was not allowed to intervene. The 

view was that they would be in breach of their role as a 

protector of peace and not an enforcer of it (Uvin 2001). They 

were in a position to do serious good, but “instead of using the 
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peacekeeping troops to stop the genocide, the U.N. sought 

primarily to protect its soldiers from harm.” General Dallaire 

cautioned the UN three months in advance of the brewing crisis 

in Rwanda but his warning was dismissed, and was asked not to 

raid any arms depot as “the president's own inner circle that was 

planning the slaughter of Tutsis” (PBS Frontline, 1999). So, he 

was burdened to witness this lack of support by the U.S. and the 

U.N. firsthand. As the loss of life mounted, General Dallaire 

presented an itemized Rapid Reaction Force and required 5,000 

warriors to destroy the executing machine of the genocidaire 

and to stop the Hutu from developing further control. The UN 

Security Council dismisses the arrangement. The United States 

even declined to recognize the genocide in order to evade any 

lawful commitments to offer assistance. The General’s lack of 

fulfillment has left a void in his very soul, often blaming 

himself for his inability to act (S. Straus 2004) and tried to kill 

himself at least our times ((CBC, Sunday Magazine, 2019).  

 

Fortunately, the US did learn some lessons from the Rwandan 

genocide. Since the genocide occurred, the US expressed its 

compassion by becoming an active member in the International 

War Crimes Tribunal, which serves not only to prevent 

genocide but to deter it from ever happening. After the genocide 

in Rwanda was over, the U.S. did a number of things to help 

those in need. Humanitarian efforts were made to help restore a 

sense of respect in Rwanda and help those in need. The 

Rwandan Tutsis were unlucky to benefit from the time, effort, 

and money the US had put in alone and in international 

organizations to avoid massacres in other countries. With no 

help arrived from the international community, Rwanda had to 

act to stop such horrendous killings from happening in the 

future. The first step in that direction was setting up of 

“community courts, known as gacaca, were created to speed up 

the prosecution of hundreds of thousands of genocide suspects 

awaiting trial” (BBC, 2019) as discussed below.  

 

Transitional Justice and International Law.  
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With every action comes a consequence. In Rwanda, thousands 

of people were killed by thousands of people. The severity of a 

crime such as murder brings with it the extremely complex 

dilemma of choosing the correct form of punishment: do we use 

the death penalty, is there enough evidence, etc.? (Brown 2014) 

Under these specific circumstances, and due to the enormous 

scale we are dealing with, it is nearly impossible to litigate such 

a punishment. Rwanda went about it by taking baby steps. 

Conventional court systems were set up to try supposed 

suspects and to provide some sense of justice to the victims, but 

ultimately these baby steps have been ineffective in getting the 

job done—many Tutsi are still tortured and even murdered by 

the Hutu, and criminals are doing everything they can to 

eliminate potential witnesses who may incriminate them. 

Lengthy trials have prevented many of the accused killers from 

ever seeing the inside of a courtroom. The government finally 

came to the conclusion that a conservative justice system could 

not be the only solution to the problems they were facing. 

(Smeulers 2010)  

 

A way forward.  

 

Given the shortage of judges and lawyers, it would take forever 

for the normal courts to try suspects, which some figures 

suggest amount to around 80,000 or more. As a result, the 

country has recently resorted to a more traditional system of 

justice. What are known as Gacaca jurisdictions were 

established to relieve the burden on prisons and courts and to 

enforce justice in a country where justice is long overdue. These 

Gacaca hearings are a somewhat informal way to implement 

justice within the community. Alleged criminals are charged, 

and community members are then called upon to testify for or 

against the accused. This system does away with the rules and 

regulations of a normal court and provides for a new type of 

participatory justice in which the entire society takes part—not 

just those with professional authority. The heads of all the 

households in a particular community, for example, will come 

together and serve themselves as judges, working with one 
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another side by side to solve disputes. It is a voluntary structure 

founded on virtue, which is somewhat alien compared to what 

is used in most first world countries today. This unusual system, 

although controversial, was necessary for the country to help 

deal with the incredible excess of suspects awaiting trial in 

conventional courts on charges of involvement in the genocide.  

 

The Gacaca Tribunals.  

 

The Gacaca Tribunals represent a completely different form of 

justice that is anathema not only to the majority of the world but 

also to the Rwandans, who have been accustomed to an 

absolute rule. It offers the people a voice that was previously 

never there and gives them the opportunity to take part in the 

system themselves and make sure that it is done correctly. The 

tribunals have successfully helped to facilitate and accelerate 

the justice process, which affords a feeling of relief for some 

victims. However, this grassroots system, like many others, also 

has its downsides.  

 

First of all, since the Gacaca Tribunal is young and the situation 

in Rwanda is still in a developmental stage, the judges will be 

minimally trained at best. Of the 19 community-elected judges 

in each local court, few if any will have the appropriate 

education. Oftentimes they may be assigned to a particularly 

perplexing case and not have the legal training or background 

experience to know how to handle it. (Yanagizawa-Drott 2014) 

This may result in inappropriate sentencing or inconsistent 

punishments and can cause the entire system to crumble. Many 

communities also see the tribunals as being biased and not 

representative of both parties involved in the process. The 

nature of the courts may allow for the possibility of false or 

forced testimony and confession. The way the Rwandan 

Patriotic Front has been dealing with things, for instance, may 

often put an innocent man in a position in which he has no way 

out but jail. It is argued that to be fair the court should not only 

try those responsible for the mass murders during the genocide 

but also those affiliated with the Rwandan Patriotic Front who 
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were involved in the same degree of unjust murder as an act of 

punishment.  

Although the Hutu were the ones directly responsible for the 

mass murders throughout the genocide itself, the Tutsi-led 

Rwanda Patriotic Front has also been accused of violent acts of 

vengeance after the former rebel group relieved the Hutu of 

their power. 

 

The Rwandan government denies such accusations and claims 

that such vengeful acts are an abnormality. There is no way any 

government can function if its citizens do not believe that the 

society as a whole is running a smooth, efficient, and fair form 

of justice. The corruption that existed before the Patriotic Front 

took over should have been a lesson to the country as it is now. 

If we do not learn from the past and correct our mistakes, we 

will forever be caught in a vicious cycle of hate and revenge. 

(Melvern 2006)  

 

Testimony in court and the handling of evidence.  

 

The very feeling of revenge itself may have an impact on the 

testimonies people provide in court. Indeed, because the system 

relies on voluntary confession and honest testimony, it is 

feasible to believe that one’s testimony could be altered due to 

the deep seeded hate and thirst for revenge that they feel. 

Looking at this from another angle as well, one may not want to 

confess to anything or may feel inclined to give inaccurate 

information driven by the fear of revenge that someone may 

take on them. An example of this may be the killing of a man 

who is about to give incriminating testimony against an 

influential member of the community or the murder of a man 

who has recently testified of his crimes and is killed by 

someone out of pure anger who decides to take the law into his 

own hands. For a crime such as this in Rwanda, another 

impossible factor to deal with is evidence. The fact that there 

are, in most cases, no other witnesses may result in difficult 

decision making amongst the judges in court. Many may be 

afraid to testify in a public court because they feel it will be 
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their word against the accused. Without anyone to back them 

up, along with the slow process of the courts, it may be 

dangerous to give evidence. (Nowrojee 1996) 

 

 

Rates of arrest. 

 

The arrest rates are sharply increasing, and the prison 

populations are rapidly growing. There have been complaints 

against the way the RPF have been handling the situation, 

causing many Rwandans to flee the country for fear of their 

lives. There have been instances where no collecting of 

evidence or filing charges have occurred. The army will often 

arrest anyone they see, and in a community with many deaths 

involved, they will simply arrest everyone and the people are 

pretty much guilty until presumed innocent. Others may flee the 

country out of fear from regular citizens who seek to take 

revenge for a lost family member, even if that person has not 

been proven to be involved with their death at all. Many are still 

awaiting trial and hundreds, if not thousands, more will 

eventually end up in prison. The situation in Rwanda must be 

dealt with using a sense of forgiveness and equal justice; if not, 

the vicious cycle will continue, and humanity, as well as the 

human spirit, will have suffered for no reason at all. 

 

Findings and Underpinnings.  

 

The situation in Rwanda in 1994 is rife with instances of 

genocide. Perpetrators would say “get to work” or “go down to 

work” when they meant “go kill the Tutsis”. (Kellow 1998) 

They talked about “mopping up” a region and “removing the 

dirt”. In a reference that, without the relevant context, may 

appear particularly obscure, the statement was made that the 

Tutsis had to be sent back to Ethiopia via the Nyaborongo River 

where many drowned. It is true that coding did not happen in all 

cases, but in some instances the perpetrators were indeed quite 

explicit about their intentions. Perhaps the most important form 

of abstraction that perpetrators adopted concerned the victims 
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themselves; in the case of genocide, ‘the enemy’ defies any 

form of political or military categorization because they are de-

humanized and objectified.  

 

Situations of genocide raise questions not only about the 

mindset of the perpetrators but also that of the bystanders: those 

who observed the situation and its development from within the 

State itself and those who did so in other territories. From the 

perspective of prevention, this is a significant issue, for it is 

only the inaction—and indeed, in some cases, the indifference 

of the uninvolved—that allows for the creation of a climate in 

which such atrocities can arise. (Smeulers 2010) 

 

The Rwandan situation in 1994 certainly led to a good amount 

of criticism of the lack of efficient reaction by other States but 

also of the rather subdued attention the Western media gave to 

the crimes as they escalated. Even The Times of London, which 

did provide regular reports on the atrocities, reflected this 

general position. The assassination of the Presidents of Rwanda 

and Burundi on 6 April 1994 did make it to the front page, but 

as time (and the massacres) went on, Rwanda lost its prominent 

position and tended to find its place in the ‘foreign pages’ of the 

newspaper. When Doctors Without Borders on 24 April 

reported from Butare on a massacre in a hospital that left 170 

people dead, The Times relegated this to the ‘News in Brief’ 

section without naming the location of the massacre or even 

making a reference to Butare (the front page on that day was 

dedicated to a bomb explosion in Johannesburg in which nine 

people died and a Times photographer was injured). Domestic 

news had more powerful appeal still. The killing of the 

Rwandan Prime Minister Uwilingiyimana at a time when it 

became clear that the development of widespread violence 

throughout the country had to be feared still made the front 

page, but it was pushed to the very margin of the page where it 

occupied one column. Centre stage was given to a sizeable 

article (four columns and a photograph) about the impact that 

Paul Gascoigne's broken leg might have on the future career of 

the footballer. To the left of that was another big article (three 
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columns) about government suggestions to require secondary 

schools to ‘teach at least five team games and to take part in 

league and cup competitions’. 

 

At that level, abstraction also serves a comforting function. It 

restores the observers’ faith in humanity: crimes of this kind do 

not need to challenge the basic trust in human nature because 

they were not committed by human beings. Yet it is a 

dangerous line of thinking. By adopting it, observers commit 

themselves to the view that genocide is not a crime capable of 

commission by ordinary persons and thus not capable of 

commission by themselves, their friends, neighbors, or (even if 

their own country had been spared that horror in the past) their 

fellow countrymen. That is the effect of disassociation: it 

promotes thinking in stereotypes rather than in parameters that 

could be applied to situations that exhibit the same 

characteristics. That, in cumulative, macro terms, has a 

profound effect on prevention efforts. (Smeulers 2010)  

 

There is a reason to believe that the temporal dimension matters 

a good deal where the formulation of preventative approaches is 

concerned. Once destructive intent is formed in the minds of 

those who have access to powerful weapons systems or who are 

in a position to influence a peer group, it may be difficult to 

devise methods from stopping the worst from happening. Even 

then, all hope is not lost: there is certainly evidence that at least 

some military commanders and political leaders are aware of 

the risk of having to answer to international courts and tribunals 

and are intimidated by measures that might be taken by the 

international community in general. In the Krstić case, the 

Appeals Chamber expressed the opinion that the Bosnian 

Muslim women and children at Srebrenica were not killed 

because the perpetrators were quite aware of the “international 

attention focused on Srebrenica” (Kellow 1998)and the 

“presence of UN troops in the area”. But the men were killed 

even so. The sobering truth remains that even the intervention 

of a strong military alliance of concerned States has, in the past, 

not always been able to prevent large-scale atrocities from 
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happening. When this is considered together alongside the fact 

that the process of abstraction can occur at breath-taking speed 

and that history has provided ample evidence of ‘ordinary 

citizens’ being able to consider lifelong neighbours as their 

sworn enemies within a very short period, it becomes clear that 

preventative efforts, if they are to carry a modicum of 

efficiency, have to begin much sooner. (Rohrich 2008)  

 

The first warning signs, however, may well lie in situations that 

are not customarily associated with the commission of crimes or 

even with an occurrence of discrimination. Abstraction, after 

all, is not the exclusive domain of the genocidaire, and 

disassociation with members of minorities is encountered in 

numerous fields of everyday life. It occurs when sitcoms no 

longer ridicule the weaknesses of the human character but 

instead the skin color and disabilities of some of their 

protagonists. It occurs when homophobic jokes are being told in 

a circle of colleagues and rewarded with belly laughs. It occurs 

when the speaking of foreign languages on buses and trains 

draws snide comments from other passengers. (Nowrojee 1996) 

 

Incidents of this kind, of course, reveal, in and of themselves, 

little about the further developments they may portend, yet it 

may be helpful to focus on such ostensibly innocuous episodes 

rather than others that may also occur in a democratic State, 

such as the extremist right-wing ranting of popular radio hosts 

or difficulties encountered by airline passengers in Western 

countries who wear T-shirts with Arab writing. The reason why 

emphasis should be placed on the former type of situations is 

precisely because they are still imbued with an (unjustified) 

measure of social acceptability—and yet they are incidents in 

which the disassociation from minorities and the ‘perception of 

otherness’ play a distinct role. Such situations can certainly lead 

in very different directions. But once the perception, the 

negative perception, of otherness has become a socially 

acceptable feature, it must not surprise if parties gain support 

whose very philosophy is based on disassociation. Once such 

parties gain support, it is not surprising if they seek to transform 
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the perception of otherness into the dominant culture. Once the 

perception of otherness is the dominant culture, the 

materialization of a destructive outcome is no longer a matter of 

possibility but becomes part of the hegemonic program. 

(Epstein 2017) 

 

The measures that have to be adopted to counter such 

developments certainly depend on the societal position of 

individuals faced with situations in which such warning signs 

have manifested themselves. (Brown 2014) Effective action can 

be expected to solicit a community effort, which witnesses the 

engagement of educators and politicians, but in certain 

scenarios, in which the danger of harm is tangible, also the 

deployment of the tools of the criminal justice system. On a 

more general level, however, prevention of genocide will 

unavoidably have to address the point that was outlined in this 

study as a key ingredient for the formation of the genocidal 

mind: the process of abstraction. (Gellner 1983) If 

disassociation is seen as indispensable for the development of 

destructive intent, it is not surprising that observers of genocide 

and of crimes of discrimination have seen value in an attempt to 

overcome this particular aspect of the human mind. 

 

The scope of the definition of genocide can be extended to 

embrace groups not currently covered under Article II including 

political groups and gender groups that are continuously 

targeted by offenders. The scope of the obligations can be 

extended by State parties. This is to allow them to intervene 

more easily in order to prevent genocide. NATO can be an 

influence in ensuring this is done. In order to prevent genocide, 

one needs to have the ability to identify and recognize its 

nascent underpinnings. The difficulty lies in distinguishing 

between ethnic conflict and bona fide instances of genocide, 

which causes people to migrate from targeted hotspots. This 

results in them becoming refugees or internally displaced 

people (IDPs). There has been an increase in refugees fleeing to 

neighboring countries and causing an economic burden on their 
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host countries. Refugees are at the risk of residing in makeshift 

refugee camps in order to survive. (Kellow 1998)  

During the Rwandan genocide, approximately 10,000 Tutsi died 

every day and only 133,000 Tutsi were left alive—all with 

everlasting scars. No matter the circumstances we find 

ourselves in, or we think we are in; it is never justified to act the 

way in which the Hutu did. The story of Spartacus comes to 

mind. Spartacus was an ancient gladiator who was forced into 

slavery at the amusement of others. Death was commonplace in 

his world, and oppression was all he and his people knew; they 

were often forced not only to kill but also to execute their very 

friends for the crowd’s entertainment. Spartacus eventually led 

these slaves to freedom through immense struggle and hardship. 

Their guardians were ultimately captured and brought before 

the group of recently liberated gladiators. (Brown 2014) The 

slaves, in their newfound freedom, began to enforce upon their 

previous oppressors the same pain that they went through, the 

same feelings of inferiority that lead to their rebellion. The 

guardians were thrown into a circle of death and given swords 

and forced to kill each other. This punishment seems fitting 

under these harsh circumstances but only on face value—by 

inflicting this retributive punishment, the former slaves became 

no better than those who imposed harm upon them and only 

caused more death and despair. (S. R. Gilani 2020) Perhaps this 

form of blatant retribution was what the Hutu had in mind in the 

first place, but when does it end? Should the Hutu now be 

exterminated entirely because of what they have done? Is 

vengeance ever the answer? And if basic and fundamental laws 

of fairness are being violated, is it not our duty to intervene? (S. 

R. Gilani 2021) 

 

Legal authority is ambitious in its way to provoke change. 

There are now new laws imposing obligations on nations to 

stop genocide. The 1948 UN Convention is concerned with 

defining genocide and establishing rules used to prosecute 

perpetrators. Article VIII grants States the right to appeal 

though it does not allow them to take action via the military 

outside the UN framework. Under exceptional circumstances, 
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nations can take military action if it is in self-defense. 

Intersecting these developments is a fundamental need to 

emphasize moral standards and values regardless of any 

boundaries and political barriers. There is a need to give 

established treaties the importance they deserve. There needs to 

be a strong shared priority in the international community to 

take measures to deal with genocide. This will allow the 

jurisdiction of International Criminal Courts to become more 

effective in enforcing the International Criminal Treaty and 

international laws. The institution of the global human rights 

regime must be strengthened in order to craft a policy of 

carefully targeting sanctions.  

Conclusion.   

The genocide in Rwanda is a dark chapter in human history. It 
was a result of multiple factors such as: ethnic rivalries between 

Hutus and Tutsi, the use of ethnic hatred for political purposes 

by the Rwandan government under Habyarimana, and the 

indifference of international bodies like UN and great powers 

like US. The Tutsi men, women, children paid a steep price for 

all these political machinations— at national, regional, and 

international level. In order to stop such events from happening, 

a mechanism of accountability must be put in place so that 

nobody used internal sovereignty as a license to torture, rape, 

and kill their own citizens. Second, people must be made aware 

of such problems, and great powers and international bodies 

must act in a timely manner to stop genocide from happening at 

an early stage. Finally, nations should therefore cooperate to 

allow all individuals to prosper in life—only a strong sense of 

international community can prevent genocide in the future. It 

is apt to note here that there is a convention— Convention on 

the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide— for 

punishing those who are involved in crimes like genocide— and 

what is needed to be done by us is to keep it away from politics.   
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