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Abstract  

             This paper discusses the impact of globalization on 

legal education and its relation with the legal studies in 

Pakistan. It will further encompass the new approaches in 

international business law especially relating to corporate 

working and the future needs of Pakistan’s legal institutions in 

order to educate the students so that they can compete at global 

level. The new subjects of learning in business law will be 

highlighted in order to create more opportunities for the 

students to interact with the new challenges through modern 

tools of learning like Internet and Digital libraries etc. The 

existing law degree programs and syllabus taught in the 

Pakistan will be analyzed thoroughly by comparing the 

methodologies to teach the syllabus with the international level. 

The short comings in the curriculum and standards will be 

searched out and workable solution would be recommended. An 

effort will be made through this paper to provide the students 

and researchers to get deeper insight of the positive side of 

globalization for competing the advanced countries in better 

manner. ` 
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Introduction: 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which can be used to 

change the world.” 

Nelson Mandela  

Globalization is a process through which the world has become 

more interrelated and interconnected. Due to the increase of 

scientific inventions, modes of communication, free trade, 

cultural homogeneity etc., the world has become a global 

village. This global village has some common norms and 

principles which are developed through mutual cooperation 

based on common interest in the form of trade for the benefits 

of human beings. The index of civilized society is measured 

through observation of Rule of Law. For the development of 

any country legal education plays a vital role. The legal 

education is a tool that can shape the law and consequently the 

law can only shape the world. The process of improvement in 

system of education is affected by the new changes happening 

around the world. This paper at first evaluate the impact of 

globalization on mind, law, business law and legal education. 

Then it will discuss the predicaments faced by the law students 

and the young lawyers in the field of bar practice. After 

analyzing the existing loopholes in the legal education system 

of Pakistan, some workable solutions are recommended, 

keeping in view the standards of legal education imparted in 

abroad particularly in the best law schools in U.S.A and U.K. 

1. GLOBALISATION 

“Globalization is a process by which business or other 

organizations developed international influence or start 

operating on at international scale
1
” .“Globalization is the act 

or process of globalizing, especially the development of an 

increasing integrated global economy marked especially by free 

trade, free flow of capital and the trapping of cheaper foreign 

labor markets.”
2
 

Being globalized and entering into this era, adoption of 

globalization is not by choice but it is the requirement of 

modern world to get benefits from the best practices of the other 

nations of this global village. Consequent upon the standard of 
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legal education in business law taught in Pakistan may also be 

ameliorated.  

1.1 Scope of Globalization: 

The scope of globalization is very broad and is not limited to 

only culture, economy and region. It also studies the climate 

change, human rights and labor issues as well.  It may be 

considered as a phenomena to make a link between present, past 

and future.
3
It makes us able to understand the flow of ideas and 

their impact on human being. Consequently the better ideas are 

sustained and adopted by the nations. The term Globalization is 

used to describe the increase in social and political interaction 

and interrelation across the local and cultural boundaries. It also 

has advantages and disadvantages for political, social and 

economic development.
4
 

1.2 Impact of Globalization on Mind: 

The first impact asserted by the Globalization is on the minds 

and later on material circumstances are adapted according to the 

new ideas conceived through globalization. It shaped our public 

policy, economic activity, legal practice and legal education 

from top to bottom. 

There is an assumption that governments have control over the 

free flow of goods, services, capital and information, which 

resulted into the undermining of dynamic economy but under 

the new environment most of the states are creating business 

friendly environment by deregulating markets, decreasing 

corporate taxes and privatization of some public services.
5
 

1.3  Working of the globalization: 

Globalization flourishes with increasing movement of goods 

and people across a border. For this purpose markets be 

integrated, barriers be minimized to make available different 

useful services and commodities for all nations. The 

international markets can be integrated by merging the 

components of international finance, multinational production 

and trade. 

The main drift force behind the globalization is the modern 

research and technology. People now share ideas within instant 

time through internet and increase their connectivity as compare 

to means used in old times. The invention of printing press in 
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15
th

 century, computer and internet in 20
th

 century has 

multiplied the communication. The use of fiber optics in the 

transmission has enhanced the cyber traffic at very high speed.
6
 

The used of satellites has made live coverage of events from 

one part to any other part of the world very easy. The 

globalization caused the establishment of Multinational 

Corporation who has their operations across the continents at 

global level. They had developed different systems of business 

for gaining space within the national markets. This caused the 

emergence of competition in local market and better choice for 

the consumers. Few years back EU gave Pakistan the GSP plus 
status to approach the EU markets for sale of goods like 

garments, leather items etc. On other hand list of 27 

conventions was forwarded to Pakistan for the purpose of 

making the national laws according to these conventions.
7
 After 

doing the needful, international committee on trade agreed for 

raising the status of Pakistan from GSP beneficiary to free trade 

agreement partner (FTA) in the future.
8
 This is a sophisticated 

approach to influence the local laws by way of commerce 

tactics.  

The level of diversity in culture has also increased due to 

exchange of different norms. The negative side of globalization 

may be find out through the effects on environments due to the 

economic activity near residential areas. The level of pollution 

has increased due to releasing of intoxicant materials in the 

atmosphere. Private corporations worked under the philosophy 

of earning profit and most of the time they fire their labor when 

they bear losses in business.
9
 

1.4  Globalization and Law: 

There are two views about the Globalization and Law one is 

that the human hands design the legal education and that legal 

education shapes the law, and that law shapes the world.  The 

other view is that the political economy ultimately set the 

system of social ordering, as cultural phenomena and an 

intellectual enterprise, and as the subject or object of the study 

in the law school.
10

 

The globalization of law is linked with the international law and 

specially those areas of law which have some common rules 
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observed by the nations across the world. Although there is no 

sovereign body to penalize the violation of these rules at 

international level but economic sanctions and isolation in trade 

are used as a coercive measures. The business law is based on 

mutual interest between two countries, hence, it is better for the 

world community to agree at the common standards of 

transactions worldwide. Specially the issues of transnational 

organized crimes like sea piracy, trade based money laundering, 

cyber offences and human trafficking can be addressed through 

global procedures of law recognized by every state.  

The law students who are awarded with degree by the schools 

of USA and UK, are practicing in Pakistan because standard of 

legal education imparted in those countries is recognized by the 

Pakistan Bar Council, which is an example of global approach 

in law. 

1.5 Legal Education, Political Economy and Globalization: 

The globalization of law does not mean that governments are 

handicapped to regulate the legal profession. The governments 

passed the necessary legislation, appoint the judges, establish 

tribunals, and maintains law and order through police and 

control monopoly in market through regulators. In case of 

violations penalties are imposed.
11

 

Globalization has the dominant influence on political economy 

and consequently, the governments draft the education policies, 

structure the legal education, license the law schools and 

universities, set the quality standards of the teaching and 

research in law field and curriculum to influence the market for 

legal services.
12

 

The political independence can be achieved through economic 

independence hence, in Pakistan for posing the law degree as a 

model in world we should focused on the new research 

compatible to our constitutional mandate. In Pakistan Sharia is 

the supreme law and even legislature could not go beyond these 

limit, hence, our legal researcher and academician should keep 

in mind the basic standards of legal interpretation in the light of 

Holy Quran and Sunnah.  
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1.6 Globalization and Business Law: 

The Business Law covers how to run a business which include 

how to start, buy, manage and close or sale any type of 

business. 

Every advance country develops its own principles for business 

and propagate it in the world as a best rules to follow. At 

present US is the champion of global expansion of law 

practice.
13

 

Most of the countries follow the standards maintained by the 

law firms of UK and US.
14

The successful law firms have their 

office in more than one countries and they are facilitating their 

clients by use of modern technology like video conferencing, 

emails and online advice mechanism.
15

 Despite the presence of 

local courts and procedures the common approach to 

documentation by the firms of US and UK in transnational 

transaction practice is a standard in different parts of the World. 

The dispute resolution institutions are working successfully in 

the US, UK and EU jurisdictions. Their awards are executed by 

the local courts.
16

 

 

2. LEGAL EDUCATION AND INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY 

In the lap of globalization, with the blessings of information 

and communication technology, the term ‘Legal Education’ 

touches multi-dimensional streams of education all around the 

world. Legal education is not a subject that covers the scope of 

the law alone, however, it extends its arms to social, political, 

historical and economic arena.
17

 

The legal education is treated as human science which equips 

the lawyers, judges and legal scientists to re-arrange ways of 

peace to achieve ideal of human governance.
18

 

The competent lawyers are well aware about the new subjects 

which influence the common thinking in the society. They often 

confronted with medical terms, forensic terms and psychology 

of criminals as well. The subject of law can be taught and 

practice in better manners if the students are given opportunity 

to search the link between law and other social senses.  
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Legal education are passing through a great change in the era of 

information technology and scientific discoveries, therefore, the 

confidence of the law students can be uplifted by using of 

virtual or e-world. Even in judicial system IT is the best use for 

fixation of cases and sending the SMS to the relevant layer and 

party via cell phone. The reading, writing, speaking and 

analysis of legal problems are the basic required skills for a law 

professional. 

3. LEGAL EDUCATION IN PAKISTAN AND WORLD  

In sub-continent regular law schools were established by the 

British’s in which specific subjects were taught as approved by 

the Government. The Punjab University Law College is the 

oldest institution established in 1868 and it awarded degree to 

the students after two years. The pre-requisite for admission in 

law program was intermediate in education at present college is 

offering law degree for 3-year and 5-year program.
19

 

4. COMPARATIVE LAW DEGREE PROGRAM 

OFFERED IN PAKISTAN AND ABROAD 

For the purpose of better understanding of the law degree 

programs, some institutions from Pakistan and other countries 

are surveyed. The detail is given as under:- 

4.1 Law School in Pakistan: 

a) BlackSchool of Law Lahore affiliated with 

University of London offers LL.B 3-Year Program, 

LL.M 2-Year Program (both degrees programs are 

from University of London).
20

 

b) Sheikh Ahmed Hassan School of Law Lahore under 

Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS) 

offers B.A LL.B 5-Years program.
21

 

c) University of Karachi School of Law offers LL.B 5-

Year Program and LL.M 2-Year Program.
22

 

d) Punjab University Law College offers BA LL.B 5-

Year, LL.M 2-Year and PhD in Law and Human 

Rights.
23
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4.2 Foreign Law Schools:  
a) Harvard Law School USA offers the following 

programs  

 Joint Degree programs in Law and Business, Law and 

Government, Law and Public Health, Law and Urban 

Planning. 

  Harvard Law School and University of Cambridge J.D/ 
LL.M Joint Degree Program. 

 Concurrent Degrees. 

 Clinical and Pro Bono Programs.
24

 

b) Oxford School of Law UK: Offers; Bachelor of 

Civil Law (BCL), Magister Juris (M Jur), MSc 

in Criminology and Criminal Justice MSc in 

Law and Finance, MSc in Taxation, MSt in 

International Human Rights Law, Part time MSc 

Criminology and Criminal Justice, Postgraduate 

Diploma in Intellectual Property Law and 

Practices.
25

 

c) Cambridge University School of Law UK: 

Offers Bachelor Degree in Law, Master of Law, 

Masters in Corporate Law and Doctorate in 

Law.
26

 

d) Yale School of Law USA: officers 

Constitutional Law Corporate  & Commercial 

law, Criminal justice, Environmental law, 

Human Rights law, IT & Media Law, 

International law, Law and Health, Law 

Teaching, Legal History and Public interest 

law.
27

 

e) Government Law College Mumbai offers 

LL.B 5-Years and LL.B 3-Years.
28

 

f) National Law University of Delhi offers BA, 

LL.B (Hon).
29
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5. ANALYSIS OF LEGAL EDUCATION IN PAKISTAN 

AND ABROAD 

After going through the details of degree programs offered by 

the universities of Pakistan and foreign countries, it is evident 

that two types of law graduating degrees are awarded by Law 

schools. In first category, the student must have twelve-year 

education only then he can get admission in the law college 

after passing the admission test conducted by the institute. In 

this course, he is given the degree of B.A LL.B after studying 

five years. Whereas in the second category, the student must 

have fourteen year education to enter in the law college, 

thereafter he gets the degree of LL.B in three years. In USA the 

graduate degree of Law is Juris Doctor (JD). In Pakistan there is 

no mandatory law admission test observed by the law schools. 

Only some schools take their own tests. 

In our society opting Arts Subjects after Matriculation is not 

encouraged. The competent students after Intermediate mostly 

join the Medical and Engineering fields and the rest join the 

professional degrees like Chartered Accountant (CA), ACMA, 

ACCA and those who have no other option, take admission in  

B.com, B.B.A, B.A, B.Sc etc.  The law graduates are eligible to 

get license of practice in court after passing provincial bar 

exams. In Pakistan three years LL.B degree program has been 

discontinued by the Pakistan Bar Council without any logical 

reason.
30

 The Supreme Court of Pakistan has also validated the 

recommendation of closing three year program through its 

judgment in Constitutional Petition No.134/2012. It will deprive 

the large number of students from their fundamental right to get 

education of law as enunciated under the Constitution of 

Pakistan.
31

 

The law schools of Pakistan are not diversified as compared to 

law schools of advance countries in offering graduate degree in 

law. For instance Harvard Law School of USA offers the Joint 

Degree programs in  Law and Business, Law and Government, 

Law and Public Health, Law and Urban Planning, Harvard 

Law School and University of Cambridge J.D/ LL.M Joint 

Degree Program , Concurrent Degrees Programs, Clinical 

and Pro Bono Programs.
32
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In Pakistan, the students have very limited option in choosing 

the degree of their own choice. They are bound to pass the 

compulsory subjects with minimum thresh hold of forty marks 

and 50% marks in aggregate.
33

 In fact the method of 

examination to judge the student’s ability is faulty. Only the 

memory of the students is checked rather to analyze their legal 

skills. In annual system of examination there are no mandatory 

presentations and assignments based on case laws. The whole 

paper is divided into theoretical area and no practical exercises 

are given to evaluate the students. Much time of law students is 

spent while studying the theoretical courses whereas on 

practical side they are taught nothing useful which can help 

them to face the courts. There is a lack of practical training in 

the course work and exists a large gap between Industry and 

Academia, as observed by the Senate Standing Committee on 

Federal Education and Professional Training.  The committee 

also proposed for new legislation to reduce the gap.
34

  

The website of law school is the first introduction with the 

student but the websites of law schools of Pakistan are not up 

dated as compared to international law schools.  There is no 

training in schools for using of law libraries and most of the 

students do not know how to search the citations on specific 

legal problem. The students have very limited contacts with 

teachers after classes which is necessary for better learning.  

The qualification provided by the Rules of Pakistan Bar Council 

for the faculty members of the universities and colleges are not 

based on international standards.
35

 The academic legal research 

has been equated with the practice in High Court, whereas, both 

have different principles and approaches.
36

The most competent 

lawyers who had good brief in hands always prefer to appear 

before the Bench in the morning and to deal the clients in 

chamber in evening. The teaching of law is not considered as 

well reputed profession among the judges and lawyers as 

compared to invest time in bar practice. After completion of 

degrees law students have different options in practical field 

which include judiciary, bar practice, legal advisor of 

government and private companies, prosecutors, attorneys, 

teaching of law, to appear in provincial and federal competitive 
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examinations. Law graduates experience trouble in bar practice 

where bar strikes on petty issues and less opportunities of 

learning multiplied their problems which resulted in poor 

discipline. There is also no mechanism in Pakistan wherein 

senior counsels are made bound to pay the new internees during 

period of intimation. The first teacher of law students in 

practice is the clerk of the senior lawyer who guide the junior 

lawyer whereas no special attention or time is available with the 

senior to care of the junior learning. This is the reason that most 

of junior lawyer change more than one chamber within shortest 

time, which causes lack of consistency in learning. 

The law students who join other services are more focused on 

their targets as compared to students who join the bar 

associations. The reason is very clear because law graduates 

who appear in competitive examination face the other students 

who come from different disciplines like science, commerce, 

literature and other social sciences. This sense of competition 

compels them to work hard. Therefore they make their place 

through hard work by passing the competitive exam and get 

very good appointments.  

There is a proportional relation between number of cases and 

lawyers in the bar. There is no case study which suggests that 

which areas of law required more internes as compared to other 

fields. The mushroom growth of law colleges and issuance of 

license by the provincial bar councils at nearly 100% passing 

rate without any tough exam has make the profession too 

crowdy.
37

 In the law schools of United States and UK, it is very 

difficult to get admission until you have passed the minimum 

criteria and mandatory tests, whereas, in Pakistan if you can pay 

fee, you can easily secure the admission in Law College. 

For casting vote in the election of provincial bar councils there 

is no minimum length of practice is required, therefore, all 

members of provincial bar councils depends upon the votes of 

young lawyers. As a result the enrollment committees of the 

provincial bar councils award the license to the law graduates 

without any hard and fast interviews.  

Pakistan Bar Council Rules describe the qualification of the 

faculty but they are silent about the salary package of the 
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teachers which is the main issue already being faced by the 

faculty
38

. The universities or colleges have no uniform policy to 

pay the teachers which is the main reason for the deterioration 

of the competent law teachers. They seem more interested in 

court practices rather to devote their abilities in universities 

where pay and respect both are at low level.
39

 

As per legal education rules of Pakistan Bar council, a law 

college or university must be well equipped with modern 

Computer Lab. comprising of at least 50 computers and internet 

connection
.40

 But this rule is hardly met by some schools of 

law. The rules are also silent about the fee package offered to 

the students. The law schools of Pakistan are charging the 

students while keeping in mind the earning factor through legal 

education. The rules do not provide any mechanism for the cost 

benefit analysis which can help the new graduates to make up 

mind before entering into the degree of law. They do not 

provide an opportunity to the parent of students for future 

assessment and career planning.  

The subject of legal research and methodology was not part of 

the syllabus provided under the Pakistan Bar Council Legal 

Education Rules 1978 which are repealed in 2015 and even 

under fresh rules, no detail of approved syllabus is available at 

the site of Pakistan Bar Syllabus. The important subject of 

business law like International Commercial Law, Internatioanl 

Arbitration, International Regulatory Laws, Private 

International Law, Cyber Securities Laws, relevant 

International Conventions related to business etc are not taught 

at graduate level in Pakistan effectively. The research degree in 

the field of Sea Laws, Maritime Securities, Taxation on soft 

ware companies,  working of financial institutions like IMF, 

World Bank, China Infrastructre Investment Bank, laws on 

Foreign Direct Investment, International Commercial Contracts 

etc are not offered in Pakistan. There is no joint degree 

programs between law schools and institutes of business 

administration in Pakistan. 

After passing LL.B, nearly 3000 to 4000 students join legal 

profession in Punjab annually.
41

 The successful rate in bar 

entrance examination is 98 to 99 percent whereas in USA it is 
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very difficult to pass the bar entrance exam in first attempt.
42

 

The Pakistan Bar Council has to lay down standard of legal 

education under Rule 34 of the Pakistan Bar Cuncil Legal 

Education Rules 2015. But no legal standards have been issued 

by the Pakistan Bar Council so far which shows the level of 

indifferent attitude of bar towards legal studies. 

In annual system of examination mostly same questions are 

repeated after two to three years which resulted into 

compilation of examination guides consisting of ten to fifteen 

question. The students cram only these questions and appear in 

exams wherein out of ten questions, they have to attempt only 

five of them. It makes the passing of such paper quite easy. 

These questions are not based on any critical legal proposition. 

Hence mere writting of important headings wthout any 

analytical conclusion is sufficient to get good marks. 

Without consulting statutes, mere craming from the guides is 

sufficient to pass the exams. 

There is a flood of guides developed for passing the 

examination of Civil Judges, Additional Session judges, ADAs, 

ADPP, which are usually full of mistakes and the students 

consider them as their key to success. These guides are 

publicised through banners displayed outside the High Courts 

and even the office of the Punjab Bar Council.
43

No regulatory 

mechanism exists to check the publishing of these guides. 

It is also interesting to mention here that after changing the 

pattern of examination of Civil Judges, by Lahore High Court 

Lahore, only 0.5 percent candidates were able to qualify the 

exam.
44

 

The young lawyers in Pakistan are left without any practical 

training by the local bar association, provincial bar councils and 

without any stipend from the senior lawyers. There are no rules 

of the Pakistan bar Councils, provincial bar councils which 

makes the payments to the young internee obligatory by the 

senior lawyers and law firms.
45

 Most of their time is spent while 

campaigning the voters for the election of their seniors in the 

local bar associations instead of paying attention on legal 

research in the law library.  
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Number of law journal which are publishing the legal research 

and writing are very few. Even the provincial bar council has no 

research journal, but only provide a limited space for articles as 

in Pakistan Law Journal published by Punjab Bar Council. 

The other source for publishing the research article is the 

journal section of PLD which has only limited space for the 

articles. There is always a note on the front page of the digest 

that article should be limited to specific words. There is no 

proper space provided for publishing of research article in these 

law journals. 

There is no market study for the demand of the jobs of legal 

professionals which causes the overcrowding of lawyers. It is 

against the principles of demand and supply in the market. If 

the parents and students timely know the requirement of jobs 

for the law students they can be in a better position to decide, 

whether to opt for law degree or not. 

 

6. CONCLUSION: 

After going through the impact of globalization on law and 

legal education, it is evident that in future only dynamic 

approach of learning will succeed. The standards of legal 

education in Pakistan are not compatible with the global 

requirement. The corporate law firms in Pakistan engage only 

foreign qualified graduates. The traditional ways of making 

curriculum of law schools and obsolete methodology in 

teachings are not producing required results. Therefore for 

better legal justice system the role of law graduates is very 

crucial. The lawyers in Pakistan are stretched between abundant 

strike calls by the bar councils and bar associations and their 

livelihood. It has made the profession nonproductive for the 

young lawyers who dreamed it as profession of dignity and 

handsome earning. Legal research and methodology has not 

been adopted as compulsory subject in law schools which 

causes the problem for the new interns to make their place in 

practical field. Pakistan lacks in legal experts on Cyber laws, 

International Arbitration, Intellectual Property, Cross Border 

Business Transaction and Online Dispute Resolution. In order 

to compete global legal standards new practices may be 
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adopted. The Sea trade covers the largest portion of 

international shipment of goods and laws on Maritime issues 

are not properly given due consideration in syllabus. The world 

is passing through the era of scientific inventions and new 

discoveries in the Universe, which demands the re-evaluation of 

our legal education. The trends of business have also been 

shifted from conventional to modern modes like online 

transactions, signing and generating of computer documents. 

Therefore, business law taught in our law schools should be re-

designed.  
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